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regretted. Personal safety was certainly not one of
them, though this may have weighed with his imme-
diate entourage. Haile Selassie had the courage of the
intellectual, who seldom enjoys fighting but bears
hirnsetf bravely when faced with physical dangers- At
this time he probably did not 'set his life at a pin's fee/
But he still held on to the illusion that his country's
case had not been properly set before Europe, and above
all before Great Britain and the League. Long after
the astute Herrouy had been converted to a more
realistic view of British and French policy the Emperor
clung to his idea of a just and omnipotent British
Government which would ultimately restore him to
his throne.

The other factor may have been hesitation about
his own suitability as a guerilla leader operating in the
West. From what happened later there is little doubt
that if he had gone into the Galla country be would
have had the loyal support of Hapte Mariana,, ruler of
Nekempti. But he knew that wherever he was his
subjects would tend to congregate, and probably he
felt that his presence would only be an embarrassment
to any Ras who was prepared to carry on* the war. No
foreigner, least of all an Englishman, has the right to
criticize his decision.

The departure of the Emperor was like the drawing
of a curtain between Ethiopia and the rest of the world.
Addis Ababa gave itself up to an orgy of looting and
self-destruction. The town was full of refugees and
of tribesmen, separated from their chiefs and out of all
control. It was an orgy that began fairly cheerfully,
but drink and desperation led to a reversion to complete
savagery. The Italian troops inarched in to find the
smoking remains of the city. They wasted little time.